
THE J.A. WHITE
BUILDING

This  bui ld ing  was  one  o f  four  bui ld ings  
erected  on  the  Centervi l l e  Square  by  J .A .  
White  in  two years ’  t ime in  1895  and 1896 .  I t  
was  des igned  to  be  the  most  ornate  bui ld ing  
ever  bui l t  in  Centervi l l e .  The  archi tect  was  C .  
A .  Dunham of  Bur l ington ,  who a lso  des igned  
the  large  bui ld ing  on  the  east  s ide  o f  the  
Square  north  o f  State  Street .  You wi l l  not ice  
many s imi lar i t ies  in  these  bui ld ings  with  
the ir  red  pressed  br ick  and faux/real
ba lconies .  



But ,  as  you  can see ,  obvious ly ,  the  ornate  
des ign was  sca led  back  s igni f icant ly ,  but  the  
bui ld ing  i s  s t i l l  a  f ine  example  o f  
workmanship .





A wood frame bui ld ing  preceded  this  
bui ld ing  that  housed  the  A lhambra 
Restaurant ,  Ci ty  Restaurant ,  then Vienna 
Bakery ,  as  wel l  as  bus inesses  on  the  second 
f loor .  That  bui ld ing  burned  down in  
November  o f  1895 ,  and the  vacant  lo t  was  
purchased  by  rea l  es tate  man J .  A .  White .  
A f ter  purchasing  the  lo t ,  he  o f fered  to  
donate  i t  to  the  c i ty  so  they  could  widen 
the  very  narrow Jackson s treet  going  west  
o f f  o f  the  Square .  They  dec l ined  his  o f fer  
and he  was  o f fended .  So  he  dec ided  to  bui ld  
a  new bui ld ing  that  took  up  every  inch  o f  
the  lo t .  And he  d id .  
.  



Some of  the  ear l ies t  bus inesses  to  move  
into  the  bui ld ing  were  Smith  and Tisue  
Cash Grocery ,  Bashaw Jewelry ,  E lk in ’ s  
Cigar  Store ,  which  evo lved  into  Fr i tch ’ s  
Cigar  Store ,  L indsey ’ s  Cigar  Store  and for  
over  30  years  was  Car lson ’ s  Cigar  Store  
and what  everyone  ca l led  ‘The  Poo l  Hal l ’ .  
After  Car lson ’ s  c losed ,  i t  became The  
Entertainment  Center ,  an  ear ly  type  o f  
arcade  bus iness .  In  1987  i t  evo lved  into  
Lobo ’ s  De l i  and Entertainment  Center ,  s t i l l  
with  a l l  the  games ,  but  de l i  sandwiches  as  
wel l .  Purdum’s  Clothing  moved  in  to  th is  
bui ld ing  and remained  here  t i l l  1992 ,  a t  
which  t ime Act ion  Real  Estate  moved  in .  I t  
remained  a  rea l  es tate  o f f ice  unt i l  Lula ’ s  
Bakery  moved  in  and remains  to  th is  day !

These  h is tor ica l  sketches  were  compi led  
and provided  by  the  Appanoose  County  
Histor ica l  Society .  


